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nobleman or counsellor against the laws of the realm, to the
grievous Charges anfj^^ression ot iierjjtajesty's said subjects:
or else help us to have access to her Majesty to be suitors unto
her Highness for the same. For divers have been imprisoned
for suing ordinary actions and suits at the Common law until
they will leave the same, or against their wills put their matter
to order, although sometime it be after judgment and execution.

Item, others have been committed and detained in prison
upon such commandment against the law, and upon the Queen's
writ in that behalf, no cause sufficient hath been certified or
returned.

Item, some of the parties so committed and detained in p'rison,
after they have by the"Queen's writ been lawfully discharged
in court, have been eftsoons re-committed to prison in secret
places and not in common and ordinary known prisons, at the
Marshalsea, Fleet, King's Bench, Gatehouse, nor the custody
of any sheriff, so as upon complaint made for their delivery the
Queen's court cannot learn to whom to award her Majesty's writ,
without which justice cannot be done.

Item, divers Serjeants of London and officers have been many
times committed to prison for lawful executing of her Majesty's
writs out of the King's Bench, Common Pleas, and other courts,
to their great charges and oppression, whereby they are put in
such fear as they dare not execute the Queen's process.

Item, divers have been sent for by pursuivants for private
causes, some of them dwelling far distant from London, and
compelled to pay to the pursuivants great sums of money against
the law, and have been committed to prison till they would
release the lawful benefit of their suits, judgments or executions;
for remedy in which behalf we are almost daily called upon to
minister justice according to law, whereunto we are bound by
our office and oath.

And whereas it pleased your Lordships to will clivers of us
to set down when a prisoner sent to custody by her Majesty,
her council, dr some one or two of them, is to be detained in
prison and not delivered by her Majesty's courts or Judges:

We think that if any person shall be committed by her
Majesty's special commandment or by order from the Council-
Board, or for treason touching her Majesty's person, any of
which* causes being generally returned into any court is good
cause for the same court to leave the person committed in

1 Probably a mistake for <c such."